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Evaluation of Nearshore Communities and Habitats: 

Ecological Processes in Lower Cook Inlet .
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Potential Role of Marine Oil Snow Formation and 

Oil-Suspended Mineral Particle Aggregation in the Fate of Spilled Oil in Cook Inlet, 

Alaska. 
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Cook Inlet Regional Citizens Advisory Council  

 

Strategic Plan Updates  December 5, 2019 

 

The Council  2014-2019 Strategic Plan has been the guiding document for the 

organization, and amendments have enabled us to remain focused. Successes during that 

timeframe  some during the current Triennial Recertification period  include the OPA 

90 amendment that increased CIRCAC  a a  f d g; c e  f he C  I e  
Pipeline Infrastructure Risk Assessment; formation of the Harbor Safety Committee; 

detailed shoreline habitat data has been made accessible and incorporated into oil spill 

planning and response; contaminants data has been integrated into our Cook Inlet 

Response Tool (CIRT) and GRID program.  

 

New priorities were added in December 2018, including seeking additional funding for 

non-OPA 90 issues, and developing a sustained program to collect and integrate 

biological and chemical environmental data for Cook Inlet.  

 

In 2019, Council staff developed a series of draft revisions to the Council  S a eg c 
Plan 2014-2019 and presented these proposed amendments to relevant CIRCAC 

committees: Executive Committee; Environmental Monitoring Committee; and the 

Protocol Control Committee. 

 

With committee approval, these relatively few proposed amendments were presented to 

the Board of Directors at its December 5, 2019 meeting, and approved for inclusion: 

 

 Host celebrations and activities focused on our accomplishments and lessons 

learned for the 30th Anniversary of OPA 90 and CIRCAC 

 Partner with NOAA OR&R, AOOS, NPS and UAF to provide open access to an 

oil spill trajectory model incorporating complex oceanographic processes 

 Provide leadership in the oversight and review of any actions potentially 

impacting State oil spill regulations 

It was directed that the Strategic Plan will undergo a comprehensive review in 2020 to 

develop a new 5-year plan for the Council, 2021-2025. 
 


























