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COOK INLET REGIONAL CITIZENS ADVISORY COUNCIL 

 

BOARD of DIRECTORS MEETING 
**AGENDA** 

 

Friday, April 9th, 2021 
 

WEBEX VIRTUAL CONFERENCE 

 

9:00 am Cook Inlet RCAC Board Meeting  

Call to Order/Roll Call 

Page 

 Approval of Agenda   (Action Item)  

 Approval of Minutes  Dec. 4, 2020 Board of 

Directors Meeting (Action Item) 
 

   

 Welcome & Introductions  

   

 Agency Ex Officio Directors Remarks  

   

 CIRCAC Member or Public Comment        
(3 minute limit per speaker)  

   

9:20 am Special Board Recognition Presentations  

   

9:30 am Presentations on Related Activities  

  Hilcorp: North Cook Inlet 2021 Jack-Up Rig 

Program – Vanessa Hughes, Asset Team 

Leader  



  AK Dept. of Environmental Conservation 

Updates – Commissioner Jason Brune  

   

10:30 am Executive Committee Report  

  2021 Statement of Financial Position & Budget 

– through March 31st, 2021 (Information Item) 
 

   

10:50 am E ec e D ec  Re  (Information Items)  

   

11:15 am Staff Reports - Status of Programs & 

Projects (Information Items) 
 

  Administration 1 

  Environmental Monitoring 2 

  Prevention, Response, Operations and Safety 13 

  Protocol Control 16 

  Public Outreach 17 

   

11:45 am Calendars & Miscellaneous (Information Item)  

   

 Closing Comments  

   

12:05 pm Adjourn  

   

 NOTE: CIRCAC  A a  Mee g  
begin after a brief break. 
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EMC Staff Report

Chemical and Biological Monitoring Program 
 

Subtidal/Water Quality Monitoring and GIS/Database 

 

1. Radium Isotopes:

Background: 

March 2021 Update: 

2. Oxidized Petroleum Contaminants in Cook Inlet

Background: 
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Mytilus trossulus

Macoma 

balthica

March 2021 Update:

3. On-line Data Access

 

Background:

Synthesis of Contaminants Data for Cook Inlet: Evaluation of Existing Data as “Baseline 

Conditions” and Recommendations for Further Monitoring. 

March 2021 Update:  

Kamishak Bay/Lower Cook Inlet Intertidal Habitats 

Background:
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March 2021 Update:

Trophic structure of rocky intertidal communities in contrasting high-latitude environments

Coastal Habitat Mapping Program  

Alaska ShoreZone 

1. ShoreZone Imaging, Mapping, and Website 

 

Background:
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March 2021 Update:   

2. Shore Station Surveys and Database 

Background:  

March 2021 Update:
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3. Other ShoreZone-Related Activities 

Environmental Sensitivity Maps: 

Background: 

March 2021 Update:

Human Impressions:   

Background:

Coastal Impressions: A Photographic Journey along Alaska’s Gulf 

Coast

Arctic Impressions:  A Photographic Journey along Alaska’s Arctic Coast
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March 2021 Update: 

Macrocystis Kelp 

Background: Macrocystis

Macrocystis

March 2021 Update:

Macrocystis

Cook Inlet Response Tool (CIRT) 

Background

March 2021 Update

 

Physical Oceanography Program 

Cook Inlet Ocean Observing

Background:
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March 2021 Update: Cook Inlet Ocean 

Observing and Hydrographic Modeling to Support Oil Spill Prevention and Response
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Coastal and Ocean Modeling Testbed Project: 

Cook Inlet Ocean Forecast Model (CIOFS): Validation, Enhancement, and Development of 

Applications (C-VEDA)

New Cook Inlet publication:

Subtidal surface circulation in lower Cook Inlet and Kachemak Bay, Alaska

Oil Fate and Effects Programs  

Marine Oil Snow in Cook Inlet 

Background:
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March 2021 Update:

Marine Oil Snow in Spill Response: 

Background

March 2021 Update Integrating marine oil snow sedimentation and 

flocculent accumulation (MOSSFA) events into oil spill response and damage assessmen

Technical Review Program 

APDES Permits 

1. Background (Cook Inlet General Permit):

General Permit
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March 2021 Update

2. Background (Osprey Platform Individual Permit)

Individual Permit (IP)

March 2021 Update:

3. Background (KLU Julius R. Platform Individual Permit):

March 2021 Update:

Environmental Impact Statement Review: 

BOEM canceled the scheduled public comment 

period and public hearings.
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Additional Activities

1.

2.

3.

4. Ocean observations to validate 

and improve Cook Inlet circulation model capabilities.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.
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Public Outreach Report – April 2021 

 
Advertising 
 
Paid advertising continues to be the main avenue for public outreach, with event plans for 2021 

still developing. A scaled-down version of our radio campaign that was started in 2020 is 

continuing at least through the summer with regular underwriting spots being aired locally on 

KBBI and KDLL. We e al  c i ed e i  ad e i i g jec , i h ad  i  ecial 
editions of the Peninsula Clarion and Alaska Business Magazine in addition to annual 

appearances in local Chamber of Commerce travel guides. We have also extended our contract 

for digital advertising at the Kenai Airport. 

 

 

Scholarships 
 
The 2021 program was widely launched in early January to school targets  teachers, counselors, 

administrators and staff in public and private schools, home school programs, the University of 

Alaska system and other in-state schools, and maritime programs throughout the United States. 

Subsequent notices went to USCG Sector Anchorage, local National Guard personnel, Alaska 

Native organizations and local chambers of commerce. We publicized on social media and the 

state- ide Wha  U  e le e . Re i de  ice  e e i ed f r the March 25 deadline for 

receipt. In all, 10 applications were received - four for the environmental scholarship, six for the 

maritime, two candidates are seeking both. Only one application was rejected; nine will be 

presented to the Scholarship Committee for consideration during teleconference interviews, 

scheduled for April 20. Selections will be made and students notified on that date. 

 

 

Newsletters 
 
January  Board of Directors update; Scholarship application announcement; CISPRI expands 

response fleet 

 

February  No newsletter 

 

March  Cook Inlet Harbor Safety Committee recap; United States Coast Guard annual address; 

Board meeting announcement; scholarship update 
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(Action Item) 

(Action Item) 
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(Action Item) 

(Action Item) 

(Action Item) 

(Action Item) 

(Action Item) 
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(Action Item) 
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