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May 28, 2017

Rear Admiral Michael F. Mcdlister
Commandar

Unitad States Coast Guard — District 17
cfo Docket Management Facility {M-30)
709 W, ¢ Street

Juneau, AK 99801

Attention: Lt. Jonathon Dale

Re: USCG-2017-0289; Cook Inlet RCAC Recertification
Crear Admiral;

Ch behalf of Mote Marine Laboratory, | would like to express aur support for the recertification of the
Coock Inlet Regional Citizens Advisory Council {Cock Inlet RCAG)

Mote scientists Drs. Dana Wetzel and John Reynolds have had the privilege of working directly with the
Cock Inlet RCAC on beluga whale studies related to possible exposures to envirenmental contaminants
and to water gquality. Cook inlet beluga whales were fisted as endangered in October 2008 at
approximately that same time; the Mational Marine Fisheries Service completed a Conservation Plan that
identified poterttial threats that might impede recovery of the steck. With funding and expertise provided
by the Cook Inlet RCAC, Mote scientists began studying one potential threat — contaminants from oil and
gas development or other activities that could introduce polyeyelic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs} into
heluga habitat and prey.

Dirs. Wetzel and Reynolds hava found the staff of the Cook Inlet RCAC to be extremely knowledgeable,
professional and expenanced during these years of data collection and research.

We lnok forward to heing a part of future projects, and respectiully request the Coast Guard approve
Cook Inlet RCAG's application for recertification,

Sinceraly,

Michael P. Crosby, FhD., FLS
President & CEQ
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