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Diear Admiral BMcAllister:

As Governor of the Statc of Alaska, and a lifelong Alaskan, I support recertification of the Cook
Inlet Regional Citizens Advisory Council (CIRCAC) CIRCAC has been an ¢ffective organization m
promoting programs to prevent spills, enhance safery in both marne rransportation and oil facility
operations W Cook Inler, and helping to protect Cook Inlet’s waters, shorelines, culiural, natral,
and wildlife rescurces.

No other organization has focused as moeh allendon for as many years on assessing and mitigating
fisks in this region, CTRCAC adeocates for better repulatory oversight and safery measures, and they
contrbute concrete solutions toward achieving those goals, including conducting risk asscssments,
sharing daea, developing applicable tools and stratepics, evaluating best available wechnology,
encoutamng public engagement, and thotoughly feviewing contingency plans and regulatons that
priciitize prevention and safery.

CIRCAC has been proactive in idenifying risks and concrete recommendations to address them.
Even before the series of recent leaks in Cock Inlet, CIRCAC was in the process of updating its
2000 subsen pipeline report and 1s now actively participating in scoping cut a pipehine risk
assessment with federal and State of Alaska agency partners, CIRCAC also prompied the State o
review policies and procedures m conducting ol spill responsce. Throughout all the incidents,
CLIRCAC was heavily involved in monitoring and providing resources, local knowledge, and
expertize to influence the response. CTRCAC also served us a subject matter expert in the
environniental monitoring plan following the Phitform A mas line leak and pardcipated in overtlights
to momtor Inpacts.

CIRCAC continues ko strengthen oil spill contingency plans and recomimend substantive changes w
cnsure facihities are adequately staffed and that the plans are executable, and it also has an eve roward
the fumire. Through its scholarship progiam, CIRCAC is enenuraging the next. generation of
stewards committed to protecting Cook Inlet, and CIRCAC is expanding public awareness of Coale



Inlet through opening the Tourism Stakebholder Group to include other vested teresws in Cook
Inlet, including rounsm marketing councils, regional chambers of commerce, and other travel and
toutism related industry represenation,

Among its many other accomphshments, CTRCAC conducted the first ShoreZone coastal habatat
mapping project in Alaska and developed an online daia portal, which has since developed inta a
statewide, mult-organizational partmership (worw.shorezone org).

Since its inception, CIRCAC has formed partierships and cncouraged consensus decision-making,
bringing stakeholders togethet to create environmental monitoring and oil spill preventon programs
that promaote safe production and transpottation of il and gas m Cook Inlet. [ strongly urge the
1.8, Coast Guard to recertify CIRCAC g0 that il can continue to build on its wotl and positively
impact the future of Cook Inled.

(ke

co ‘lhe Honorable Larry Hardg, Commissioner, Department of bnvironmenlal Conservation
Michael Munger, Executive Tircctor, Cook Inlel Regonal Citizens Advisory Council

Sincercly,

il Wwalker
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