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History

• February 2, 2006 Seabulk Pride incident Nikiski

• January 9, 2007 Seabulk Pride departs dock due to ice

• 2007 Voith Schneider tug Protector dedicated to Tesoro

• 2008 Tug Vigilant replaces the Protector

• 2012 Tug Millennium Star replaces the Vigilant

• April 2013 Tug Bob Franco replaces the Millennium Star



Protector

• Built 1996
• Purpose built docking/Assist Tug
• VOITH-SCHNEIDER propulsion
• 5500 HP/60T BP
• ABS FFV CLASS 1
• Short notice deployment (2007)
• Not ideal for ice/silt conditions



Vigilant

• Built 2008
• Outfitted with ice band
• Suitable for cold weather ice 

operations
• 6772 HP/90T BP
• Emergency towing capability
• Raw water cooling system



KPL Tug Requirements/Lessons Learned

• Continuous rating bollard pull 60 tons

• Twin Screw Z drive

• Large capacity for fuel and fresh water

• Ship assist winch
1. Controlled from the wheelhouse
2. Have render capabilities for the assist line
3. Ability to self release from the tug

• Tow winch
1. Suitable for ocean towing/rescue
2. Fitted with an Orville hook or equivalent

• Modifications for operating in ice, cold weather and strong currents
1. Complies with Cook Inlet USCG Phase 2 ice rules
2. Increased scantling for operating in brash and pan ice
3. Under deck heating for freezing spray
4. Extra heating in the wheel house, accommodation spaces, heated bridge windows
5. Heated ballast water/ fresh water tanks
6. Keel coolers
7. 4 ton SWL crane for spill response and able to reach a minimum of 10’ over the tug rail



Millennium Star 

• Built 2002

• Retrofitted 2012
 Ice band
 Heated decks & tanks
 Keel Coolers 
 Re-powered
 Emergency towing capability 



Bob Franco

• Complete in 2013
• Built to ABS Ice Class DO 

standards
• Ice Band
• Increased capability for response 

operations
 Large aft work deck
 4 ton crane



Tug Comparisons

PROTECTOR
CLASS

VALOR       
CLASS

MARCO 105
CLASS

JENSEN 120 
CLASS

YEAR BUILT 1996 2007 2002 2013

DIMENSIONS 120’ X 41.5’ 100’ x 40’ 99’ X 34’ 120’ x 35’

HORSE POWER 5,500 6,800 4,400 5,500

CONTINUOUS
BOLLARD PULL NO NO YES YES

BOLLARD PULL 60 TONS 90 TONS 64 TONS ≥ 70 TONS

PROPLUSION CYCLOIDAL ASD Z-DRIVE ASD Z-DRIVE ASD Z-DRIVE

KEEL COOLERS YES NO YES YES

OCEAN TOWING NO YES YES YES



Olympic Tug & Barge, INC 

• Founded in 1987 in Seattle as Olympic Tug & Barge
• Harley Marine Services formed in 1998

 Fleet of more than 75 vessels and 600 employees
 Operations located in 8 U.S. and 2 Asian ports

• AWO RCP, ISO 9001 & 14001, and ISM certified
• Transportation partner with Tesoro since 1998

 4 Time chartered tugs and barges in Puget Sound
 Works with Tesoro on a spot basis with other equipment on USWC

• HMS began Alaska operations in 1998
 Tug Gyrfalcon stationed in Dutch Harbor
 Recently introduced the new tug Kestrel in SE Alaska operating 

petroleum barge



Crew Training/Experience

• 3 Captains assigned to Nikiski tug, all have extensive Alaska experience
 Capt. Ferguson-30+ years Alaska experience.  Towed in Cook Inlet 

during ice season
 Capt. Hinman-18+ years Alaska experience.  Towed freight barges in 

Cook Inlet and Western Alaska during ice season
 Capt. Pearson-20+ years Alaska experience.  Towed barges in Cook 

Inlet and Western Alaska during ice season
• Chief Mates all qualified Captains with Alaska experience
• Support staff-General Manager, Port Captain, Director of Marine 

Operations
• Flexible winter rotations
• Captain Jack Jensen meeting with OTB crews in Seattle
• Continue training with SWAPA in Seward, and at Pacific Maritime 

Institute in Seattle



Vetting



Why does Tesoro Vet?

 Safety and Reliability Assurance

 Tesoro’s reputation as a member of the community, it is 
the right thing to do.

 If Tesoro is involved in a major incident …
• Grounding
• Allision/Collision
• Oil Spill

…..it would be detrimental to the future of Tesoro.



When Does Tesoro Vet?

• Anywhere Tesoro holds title to the cargo or could be construed as having 
an interest in the cargo

• Time Charter
• Voyage Charter
• Delivered  ex-Ship (DES)
• FOB
• Lightering world wide – both vessels



Tesoro Vetting Team

1. Capt. Deb Cobb – Marine Assurance Manager (SA)
2. Cody Miller – Inspection Coordinator (SA)
3. Capt. Rob McCaughey – West Coast Shipping 

Manager (LAR) CAT 1
4. Capt. Mark Nielsen – Superintendent (LAR) CAT 1
5. Capt. Ed Irish – Superintendent (ANA) CAT 3
6. Capt. Jack Jensen – Superintendent (KPL)
7. Capt. John Schneider – Hawaii/Northern California 

Marine Operations Manager(HI) CAT 1



Tesoro Vetting 

• Tesoro is committed to the safe handling of 
petroleum cargoes in high quality double 
hull tonnage 

• Tesoro and the Ship/Barge/Operator must 
collaborate  continuously to maintain and  
improve safety



Vetting Process
• Every vessel is vetted for each nominated business transaction and given an approval , a rejection 

or released for that nomination only
• No period approvals or approvals based on a Tesoro SIRE Inspection are granted except for Time 

Chartered tonnage
• Tesoro Experience with Operator and Fleet
• SIRE inspections  must be published in SIRE and should not be older than 6 months
• Past Performance with Tesoro - Marine Superintendent & Terminal Feedback 
• Port State Control History 
• Crew - Key officers meet language and experience expectations

1. Time in rank
2. Time on tankers
3. Time with operator

• Certification/licensing
 SMS, ISSC, USCG COC, STS approved Ops Manual, California COFR, Class, P&I insurance, 

etc.
• Appropriate USCG COFRs & COTP Vessel Response Plans
• Tesoro Petroleum Tanker Questionnaire.  Physical fit for port, berth 
• Vessel, Technical Operator, Owner, Commercial Operator must not be listed on US Government 

OFAC - SDN list
• A Tesoro Approval always includes conditions
• Vessel Operator, Master or Owner must confirm acceptance of approval conditions to 

vetting@tsocorp.com



Typical Approval Conditions

• All cargo must be loaded, carried, discharged, sampled and gauged in a closed, inerted
condition

• Vessel must affirm compliance with MARPOL Annex VI, Appendix VII effective 01 August 
12 pertaining to the control of emissions from the main engine, auxiliary engine(s), and 
boilers while the vessel is operating in NA-ECA within 200 nautical miles of the shoreline of 
U.S. and Canada including Hawaii Islands, with Marine Fuel Oil (LSFO) maximum of 1.0 
percent sulfur by weight. If requested, must provide Tesoro with a copy of the signed 
and stamped proof of compliance

• Vessel must have a valid USCG/COC with annual verification endorsement prior to calling 
at Tesoro and must provide a copy in advance

CALIFORNIA
• Vessel must affirm compliance with California Regulation 13 CCR, Section 2299.2, 

effective 01 January 12 pertaining to the control of emissions from the main engine, 
auxiliary engine(s), and boilers while the vessel is operating in regulated California waters 
within 24 nautical miles of the shoreline including 24 nautical miles of the shoreline of the 
Channel Islands, with either Marine Gas Oil (MGO), with a maximum 1.0 percent sulfur by 
weight, or Marine Diesel Oil (MDO) with a maximum of 0.5 percent sulfur by weight. If 
requested, must provide Tesoro with a copy of the signed and stamped proof 
of compliance

• Vessel must affirm compliance with the Port of Long Beach Green Flag Program by 
reducing speed to 12 kts within a 40 nm radius of Pt. Fermin inbound and outbound

• The vessel shall not transit the Santa Barbara Channel TSS if carrying persistent oil



Typical Approval Conditions

ALASKA

• All documents and information requested by Tesoro for calling at Alaska must be provided within five 
working days from the date requested. The documents and information are required by Tesoro to obtain 
approval from the State of Alaska for the vessel to call at Alaska ports, and to obtain the Alaska COFR 
and the USCG VRP COTP approval for Western Alaska

• At KPL Nikiski when the vessel’s mooring lines do not meet berth criteria the vessel will need to rent 12 
mooring wires with polyester pennants. The mooring wires and pennants will need to be picked up 
at Homer and placed on mooring winches prior to arrival at KPL Nikiski

HAWAII 

• Vessels agrees to flush the SPM hose(s) with seawater and/or other Terminal supplied product after 
partial discharge/load or upon completion of discharge/loading when requested to do so by the Terminal 

• Maximum draft allowed at the Tesoro Hawaii SPM Terminal is 57 feet and the vessel must maintain 
30% of its dwt at all times

OTHER
• Vessel must comply with local STS regulations and OCIMF STS guidelines 
• If calling at Vancouver BC vessel must provide two officer style cabins ensuite, one for each pilot.
• Vessel shall not transit the Straits of Magellan

• Incidents must be reported to Tesoro within 1hour involving Spill to Water, Lost Time Injury, Causality 
followed up with Incident Investigation Report & Corrective Actions or any incident that causes the ship 
to lose time











Questions


