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Cook Inlet Regional Citizens Advisory Council,
I would like to support the recertification of Cook Inlet RCAC by the U.S. Coast Guard.
I have been a member of the board for about 8 years, and have found it a very rewarding experience. I
believe the accomplishments to be exceptional considering the variety of interests represented on the

Council.
Looking over the list of things we have accomplished to help protect the natural resources of this

amazing place, some things stand out. All are important, but there are some that I feel happened only
because of the support and motivation of ClRCAC staff and board of directors after long discussions,
presentations, and evaluations. rhese are the ones that are particularly important and stand out to me:
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The Ice-camera in Cook Inlet is there primarily because Vinnie Catalano believed in the need
and worked tirelessly to get funding; and then was able to get support from various partners in
the inlet to find locations that allow NOAA and the tanker operators to have real-time imagery
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of the hazardous ice wind, and tide conditions in the upper Cook Inlet. Regulations for travel in

winter ice conditions have been altered to satisfy the visual hazards seen by a knowledgeable
NOAA technician.
•

Shore zone imagery and mapping provide internet access for anyone to see the shoreline at low
tide in the Cook Inlet Basin and downstream and see what resources are there which may be at
risk in an oil spill as well as whether there are safe harbors and other needed information. Not
only are the still photos gorgeous, the videos are useful to responders when planning for
responses to accidents, groundings, and spills. I believe they are included in the Geographic
Response .Strategies.

•

The constrllction and arrival in Cook Inlet of the state-of-the-art Tug by Tesoro to help guide
and protect oil tankers as they maneuver through Cook Inlet's treacherous conditions. This tug
was built to handle high currents and tides, free:zing temperatures and thick ice. It Is a tug
operator's dream come true. The Council has ~dvocated for this almost since it's inception.
Discussions and recommendations for safe harbor for disabled vessels ·
Risk Assessment for Cook Inlet was very badly needed and is nearly complete

•
•
•

Development of Geographic Response Strategies that are practiced and can be smoothly
Implemented in the incidence of an oil spill or similar ha~ard.

I am happy to be on the board of Directors, and believe that Citizen's advisory councils such as CIRCAC,
bring to the table all the concerns and expertise of a wide and diverse cross~section of people who live,
work and recreate In a given area, in this case Cook Inlet, Alaska.

With the goal of having for the long-term, a safe, clean and healthy environment while doing our best
to insure that the transportation and extraction of petroleum resources is conducted in a professional,
considerate, and transparent way; our RCAC mJJn be able to continue to provide educated and
rational support so that work well be done well.
Thank you for this consideration,
Carla Stanley
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