Geographic Response Strategies

Geographic Response Strategies (GRS) are oil spill response
plans tailored to protect a specific sensitive area from impacts
following a spill. These map-based response plans show re-
sponders where sensitive areas are located and where to place
spill protection resources.

GRS sites are selected by a workgroup often
comprised of scientists, government represen-
tatives, and area stakeholders. The work-
group bases each selection on the following
™ criteria:

Environmental sensitivity
Risk of impact from an oil spill
Feasibility of protecting the site

Once GRS site selection is finalized the workgroup
develops the appropriate strategy to protect the location. Of-
ten, the strategy is ground tested by deploying spill response
equipment and personnel as though an actual spill has occurred.
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For information and a detailed look at GRS maps visit:
www.dec.state.ak.us/spar/perp/grs/home.htm
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